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Introduction

The purpose of the 18-minute video is to throw light on an in-
stitution (the U.5. Army School of the Americas) that trains Latin
American military officers. Few, if any, Americans have heard of
this school on U.5. shores or are aware of the mayhem its gradu-
ates cause in their home countries,

The video contrasts the avowed purposes of the School of the
Americas (SOA) as described in its mission statement with the
activities of n number of its graduates.

Many graduntes have destabilized democratic institutions.
Others have overthrown governments, such as the dictators:

*Manuel Noriega of Panama, Hugo Banzer of Bolivia,
Leopaldo Galtieri and Roberto Viola of Argentina,
Juan Melgar Castro and Policarpo Paz Garcia of
Honduras, Juan Velasco Alvarado of Peru.

Graduates include:

*Colonel Roberto d'Aubisson of El Salvador and threa
officers responsible for the 1980 brutal assassination of
Archbishop Oscar Romero while celebrating mass in
El Salvador.

*Three officers respongible for the rape and murder of four U5,
Churchwomen in El Salvador in 1980. Ten officers of the US,
trained Atlacat] Battalion responsible for the murders of 1,000
non-combatants of El Mozote, El Salvador.

Algo featured in the video are SOA graduates of Colombia,
Guatemala, Honduras, Peru, Argentina, all violators of human rights
in their countries. Some like General Leopoldo Galtieri of
Argentina and General Hector Gramajo of Guatemala have autho-
rized a policy of massacre of tens of thousands of their own citizens.

School of Assassinsg (S0A) is an advocacy documentary that in-
vites viewers to write to members of Congress urging them to cut off
funding for the SOA, effectively closing it down.



Questions before viewing

1. Ask the viewers what they know about the history of United
States' relations with in Latin America, especially in the last 30
years. What is the Monroe Doctrine?

2. Ask the viewers if they recall instances of U.S. military “inva-
sions” in Latin America, specifically, Grenada, Panama, Dominican
Republic, Haiti. What do they remember?

3. Discuss what is meant by "human rights”. What is a violation of
“human rights™? It might be helpful to acquire a copy of the United
Nations Declaration of Human Rights.

4. What can be done when a government violates the rights of its
own citizens? What role does the United States have in promoting
human rights throughout the world?

5. What is the role of the military in a democratic society? What is
the relationship of the military to a civilian government in a demoec-
ratic society?

After viewing the video

1. Ask the viewers what is the purpose of the SOA, according to the
Pentagon? How do Representative Joseph Kennedy and Father Roy
Bourgeois see the purpose of the school?

2. What are your views on the use of tax money for the training of
foreign military? What responsibility do UL.5. citizens have regarding
the SOA?

3. What do you think of Representative Kennedy's statement: “We
do not want to be associated with the kinds of individuals that are
torturing, killing and maiming innocent people throughout Latin
America.” Do you agree or disagrea? Why?

4. Archbishop Oscar Romero said: “We who have a voice must
speak for the voiceless®. As a people based in human values or reli-
gious faith, what are the ways we can respond?
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