Ecofeminism
in Latin America

Mary Judith Ress

ORBIS@BODKS

Maryknoll, New York 10545



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten
the mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing
arm of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the
global dimensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue
with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of
reconciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views of their
authors and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Soci-
ety. To learn more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our
website at www.maryknoll.org.

Copyright © 2006 by Mary Judith Ress.

Published by Orbis Books, Maryknoll, New York 10545-0308.
Manufactured in the United States of America.
Manuscript editing and typesetting by Joan Weber Laflamme.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or trans-
mitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording or any information storage or retrieval system,
without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis
Books, P.O. Box 308, Maryknoll, New York 10545-0308.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Ress, Mary Judith.
Ecofeminism in Latin America / Mary Judith Ress.
p- cm. — (Women from the margins series)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN-13: 978-1-57075-636-8 (pbk.)
1. Ecofeminism—Religious aspects—Christianity. 2. Ecofeminism—
Latin America. I Tide. IL. Series.
BT695.5.R47 2006
270".082'098—dc22
2005023630



Contents

Preface

Introduction

PART'I
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ECOFEMINISM

1 The Development of Feminist Theology

in Latin America

The Schema of Elsa Tamez 8

The Schema of Ivone Gebara 13

The Three Phases of Latin American Feminist
Theology 14

My Personal Journey to Feminist Theology 19

The Current Status of Liberation Theology 30

The Feminist and Ecofeminist Critique of Liberation
Theology 37

Feminist Biblical Hermeneutics 40

2 Sources of Ecofeminism
Ancient Wisdom Traditions 43
Women Activists 44
Deep Ecology 46
The New Science 51
Cybernetics 55
The New Cosmology 59
Indigenous Cosmologies 68
Economic Sustainability/Bioregionalism 73

vii

42



viii

Contents

3 Ecofeminism’s Roots in Other Feminist

Movements 76
The Development of Patriarchy 79

Forming a Feminist Anthropology 84

The Body as a Source of Wisdom 98

Attempts to Form Post-Patriarchal Communities 103

PART II
THE NATURE OF ECOFEMINISM 111

4 Ecofeminist Theology 113

Post-Christian Ecofeminists 114

Christian Ecofeminists 115

Latin American Ecofeminist Theology 123
Con-spirando’s Contribution to Ecofeminism 134
In Conclusion 148

Charting the Change

Reflections of Latin American Women 149
The Latin American Women 151

Self-Understanding 158

Understanding the Divine 165

The Meaning of Life and Death 173

The Body as the Locus for Ethics 178

An Ecofeminist Spirituality 185

Women as Female, Sexual Beings 191

Ecofeminism and Liberation Theology 194

Latin American Commitment to Ecofeminism 196
Challenges for the Future 201
Shift in Consciousness 201

Ecofeminist Insights: Implications 209
Implications for Liberation Theology 212
Challenges to Ministry 213

Epilogue: Surprise without End 217
Notes 221
Selected Bibliography 233

Index 237



