The Sky Is Not a Ceiling

An Astronomer’s Faith
3
%

Aileen O’Donoghue

DQBIS@BDDKS

Maryknoll, New York 10545



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the
mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm of
the Maryknoll Fathers & Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global dimensions
of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse cultures and
religious traditions, and to serve the cause of reconciliation and peace. The
books published reflect the views of their authors and do not represent the
official position of the Maryknoll Society. To learn more about Maryknoll and
Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.maryknoll.org.

Copyright © 2007 by Aileen O’Donoghue.
Published in 2007 by Orbis Books, Maryknoll, New York 10545-0308.
All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any
information storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from
the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to Orbis Books,
PO. Box 308, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0308, U.S.A.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

O’Donoghue, Aileen.
The sky is not a ceiling : an astronomer’s faith / Aileen O’Donoghue.
p. cm.

ISBN 978-1-57075-703-7

1. O'Donoghue, Aileen —Religion. 2. Spiritual biography. 3. Religion
and science. 4. Astronomers— Religious life. 5. Astronomers—United
States — Biography. 1. Title.
QB36.036A3 2007
282.092 —dc22
(B]

2007014785



Contents

Acknowledgments

Introduction

1.
. When the Universe Betrayed Me

O o ~1 O L»n K~ W

e e e e e e
~N O U A W N = O

Wonder Bread and the Game Show God

. Waking Up to the Universe

. Into the Weirdness

. Interior Darkness Descending

. Into the Vastness

. An Astronomer’s Curiosity

. Choosing Faith

. A View of San Miguel

. A God to Match My Universe
. Journey of Desert Mornings

. The Darkness

. Science, Faith, and Community
. Models of the Church

. Seeking the Light

. The Practice of Faith

. The Work of Keeping the Faith

11
17
27
30
42
50
57
64
70
85
90
100
108
113
128
140
150
158



