
ORB I S BOOKS
Maryknoll, New York 10545

Thoughts of a
blind beggar
Reflections from 

a Journey to God

Gerard Thomas Straub

Straub7_25  7/25/07  5:02 PM  Page iii



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten

the mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing

arm of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the glob-

al dimensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue with

diverse cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of reconcil-

iation and peace. The books published reflect the views of their authors and

do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society. To learn

more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website at

www.maryknoll.org.

Copyright © 2007 by Gerard Thomas Straub.

Published by Orbis Books, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0308.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form

or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, record-

ing, or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior permis-

sion in writing from the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis

Books, P.O. Box 308, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0308.

Manufactured in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Straub, Gerard Thomas, 1947-

Thoughts of a blind beggar : reflections from a journey to God / Gerard

Thomas Straub.

p. cm.

ISBN 978-1-57075-739-6

1. Straub, Gerard Thomas, 1947- 2. Spiritual biography. I. Title.

BR1725.S77A3 2007

282.092--dc22

[B]

2007013081

Straub7_25  7/25/07  5:02 PM  Page iv



Contents

Preface    ix

Prologue: Poverty Road    xv

A Prefatory Word from St. Bonaventure    xxxii

1. Vigils    3

2. Lauds    27

3. Terce    55

4. Sext    83

5. None    111

6. Vespers    137

7. Compline    163

vii

Straub7_25  7/25/07  5:02 PM  Page vii


